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It was our pleasure to host the inaugural group of Inagi
students this past August in Foster City. As we continue to grow

our overall sister city relationship, we’ve now successfully sent 2

youth athletic groups from Foster City to Inagi City where they

were welcomed and treated as celebrities during their time in Japan.

Our focus with this initial homestay program was to set a foundation for ongoing
groups of Inagi youth ambassadors to come to the United States and experience a full

range of cultural and exchange activities over the week they are here.

The host families represented a key element of America’s cultural history, that we
are a country built out of the melding of different cultures from around the world.
With some being recent transplants to America and others having been here for
multiple generations. In having families with different backgrounds, we were able to
provide a variety of interactions and experiences for the participants beyond those

planned by the Foster City Sister City Association.

Alongside of that, we hoped to provide an array of experiences that highlighted the
special place we believe Foster City to be and were extremely happy that there were
opportunities for the Inagi participants to interact with the community, our local

government, and past youth sports participants.

All'in all, 2025 marked just the beginning of what we all hope to see become an
evergreen exchange program that helps continue to reinforce the strong bridge
established between Foster City and Inagi City. And | hope that the participants stay
in touch with their host families and that if the opportunity arises, they are able to

share some of Inagi with them should they find their way over to Tokyo.
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We felt that hosting was simply a good thing to do to share our culture, but Non
made it a truly special experience for our kids. She was a wonderful guest. While she
was a bit shy at the start, she warmed up nicely once she settled in. Our favorite
discovery was her personality—she has a great sense of humor! We loved joking

around with her once she opened up.
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Hosting Yuna was an absolute pleasure. We were looking to share our lifestyle and
learn about Japan, and it turned into a genuine connection for our children. Yuna was
amazing—she adapted to our family dynamic instantly. It’s actually impossible to
choose just one favorite memory because she was such a great sport about everything

we did. Her positive attitude made every moment a joy.
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We are so happy we decided to open our home to Riko. It was important to us to
support the community organization, but it was also a fantastic way for our children to
experience a new culture right at home. Riko was a delight—she fit into our daily
rhythm effortlessly and was such an active participant in family life. We have to say,
the night Riko prepared a special traditional Japanese dinner for us was a moment we
won't forget. We loved having her!
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What a rewarding experience! We wanted to support the Sister City Association and
give our kids a memorable cultural exchange, and Nako was the perfect guest. She was
a little quiet when she first arrived, but it was wonderful to watch her blossom and
warm up to us. Once she got comfortable, her fun side really came out! We will
definitely miss our evenings together doing origami and making dance videos with the
whole family.
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We had a blast hosting Nana! We wanted to support the local exchange program
and show off our local culture, and Nana fit seamlessly into our plans. She bonded
beautifully with our two girls, and playing tourist was so much fun—especially taking
her up to San Francisco for a Giants game. Showing her around the Bay Area was a

fantastic experience for everyone involved.
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Our time with Chiho was truly unforgettable. We originally joined the program to
bridge the gap between Foster City and Inagi and to expose our children to Japanese
culture, but Chiho gave us so much more. She didn't just stay with us; she became part
of the family immediately and was eager to join in on every activity. The absolute
highlight was watching her take over the kitchen to cook for us, teaching us all about

her favorite local foods. We are so grateful for the experience!
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